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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Claims 1-28 (Cancelled) 

29. (Currently Amended) An audiovisual terminal comprising: 
entry means through which a viewer of an audiovisual program enters a viewing 
confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual program each time the viewing 
confirmation code is presented , that is to be transmitted to a principal who authenticates 
viewing of the program , the confirmation viewing code being presented by a program- 
providing principal at a time specific to the respective audiovisual program ; and 

transmitting means for transmitting to the principal who authenticates viewing of the 
program for the viewing confirmation code entered and time information corresponding to 
the viewing confirmation code , for comparing the time information with the time specific to 
the respective audiovisual program . 

Claim 30 (Cancelled). 

31. (Original) The audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 29, wherein the entry 
means includes an input interface of a computer, and the time information corresponding to 
the viewing confirmation code is obtained fi-om a clock function of the computer. 

32. (Original) The audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
audiovisual program is a broadcast program. 

33. (Original) The audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
transmitting means transmits the viewing confirmation code after the audiovisual program is 
over. 

34. (Currently Amended) The audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 33, wherein 
th^transmission by the transmitting means is made through a computer-readable medium. 

35. (Original) The audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
transmitting means transmits the viewing confirmation code at any time during of the 
audiovisual program. 
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36. (Original) The audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
audiovisual program is provided through a reproducible medivim. 

37. (Original) The audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 36, wherein, if 
reproduction of the reproducible medium is interrupted temporarily, the transmitting means 
transmits a medium interruption code. 

38. (Currently Amended) The audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 29, further 
comprising code presenting means for presenting=a the viewing confirmation code specific to 
a respective audiovisual program. 

39. (Original) A viewing authentication system, wherein time information 
corresponding to a viewing confirmation code is a time point of entering the viewing 
confirmation code, the system comprising: 

means for calculating an entry time interval of the viewing confirmation code from 
the entry time point transmitted from the audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 29; 

means for comparing the entry time interval calculated by the means for calculating 
with a presentation interval of the viewing confirmation code presented on the audiovisual 
terminal; and 

means for determining that the viewer is viewing a respective broadcast program if 
the entry time interval is in agreement with the presentation interval, within a range. 

40. (Original) A viewing authentication system comprising: 

means for comparing an entry time point of a viewing confirmation code transmitted 
from the audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 29, with an elapsed time from a base time, 
of the viewing confirmation code presented on the audiovisual terminal; and 

means for determining, from the means for comparing, that the viewer is viewing a 
respective broadcast program if an entry time point is in agreement with the elapsed time, 
within a range. 

41. (Original) A viewing authentication system comprising: 

a program viewing result file for storing a viewing confirmation code transmitted 
from the audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 29; 

program authentication pattern storage means for storing a program authentication 
pattern presented on the audiovisual terminal; 
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means for comparing the viewing confimiation code stored in the program viewing 
result file with a program authentication pattern corresponding to the viewing confirmation 
code and stored in the program authentication pattem storage means; and 

means for determining, fi-om the means for comparing, that the viewer is viewing a 
respective broadcast program if the viewing confirmation code stored is in agreement with 
the program authentication pattem corresponding to the viewing confirmation code. 

42. (Currently Amended) A viewing authentication system wherein time information 
corresponding to a viewing confirmation code is a time interval for entering the viewing 
confirmation code, the system comprising: 

means for comparing=fe€ an entry time interval transmitted fi-om the audiovisual 
terminal as recited in claim 29, with a presentation interval of the viewing confirmation code 
presented on the audiovisual terminal; and 

means for determining, firom the means for comparing, that the viewer is viewing a 
respective broadcast program if the entry time interval is in agreement with the presentation 
interval, within a range. 

43. (Currently Amended) An audiovisual terminal comprising: 

means through which a viewer of an audiovisual program enters a viewing 
confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual program each time t he viewing 
confirmation code is presented , that is to be transmitted to a principal who authenticates 
viewing of the program , the confirmation viewing code being pres ented bv a program- 
providing principal at a time specific to the respective audiovi sual program; 

means for storing the viewing confirmation code entered and time information 
corresponding to the viewing confirmation code , the time informafion being comparable to 
the times specific to the respective audiovisual program ; and 

means for transmitting, after ending of the audiovisual program, the viewing 
confirmation code and the time information firom the means for storing and corresponding to 
the viewing confirmation code, to the principal. 

44. (Currently Amended) The audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 43, fiirther 
comprising code presenting means for presenting-a the viewing confirmation code specific to 
a respective audiovisual program. 
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45. (Currently Amended) A viewing authentication system, wherein time 
information corresponding to a viewing confirmation code is a time point of entering the 
viewing confirmation code, the system comprising: 

means for calculating an entry time interval of the viewing confirmation code from4b© 
an entry time point transmitted from the audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 43; 

means for comparing the entry time interval calculated by the means for calculating 
with a presentation interval of the viewing confirmation code presented on the audiovisual 
terminal; and 

means for determining that the viewer is viewing a respective broadcast program if 
the entry time interval is in agreement with the presentation interval, within a range. 

46. (Original) The viewing authentication system as recited in claim 45, wherein the 
means for determining scores based on a comparison carried out by the means for comparing. 

47. (Original) A viewing authentication system comprising: 

means for comparing an entry time point of a viewing confirmation code transmitted 
from the audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 43, with an elapsed time from a base time, 
of the viewing confirmation code presented on the audiovisual terminal; and 

means for determining, from the means for comparing, that the viewer is viewing a 
respective broadcast program if an entry time point is in agreement with the elapsed time, 
within a range. 

48. (Original) A viewing authentication system comprising: 

a program viewing result file for storing a viewing confirmation code transmitted 
from the audiovisual terminal as recited in claim 43; 

program authentication pattem storage means for storing a program authentication 
pattem presented on the audiovisual terminal; 

means for comparing the viewing confirmation code stored in the program viewing 
result file with a program authentication pattem corresponding to the viewing confirmation 
code and stored in the program authentication pattem storage means; and 

means for determining, from the means for comparing, that the viewer is viewing a 
respective broadcast program if the viewing confirmation code stored is in agreement with 
the program authentication pattem corresponding to the viewing confirmation code. 
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49. (Currently Amended) A viewing authentication system wherein time information 
corresponding to a viewing confirmation code is a time interval for entering the viewing 
confirmation code, the system comprising: 

means for comparing4h© an entry time interval transmitted from the audiovisual 
terminal as recited in claim 43, with a presentation interval of the viewing confirmation code 
presented on the audiovisual terminal; and 

means for determining, from the means for comparing, that the viewer is viewing a 
respective broadcast program if the entry time interval is in agreement with the presentation 
interval, within a range. 

50. (Currently Amended) A viewing authentication system comprising: 

means for receiving transmission of a viewing confirmation cod e pccuUar specific to a 
presented audiovisual program, the viewing confirmation code being entered at a terminal on 
a viewer side for viewing the presented audiovisual program each time the viewing 
confirmation code is presented bv a program-providing principal ; and 

means for storing the viewing confirmation code received and one of a time point 
corresponding to the viewing confirmation code and=*e a time interval between receipt time 
points when the viewing confirmation code is received, wherein the viewing confirmation 
code is presented with a timing specific to the audiovisual program for determining whether 
the viewer is viewing a respective broadcast program based on the viewi ng confirmation code 
stored and the one of a time point and a time interval that is stored . 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of authenticating viewing of an audiovisual 
program comprising: 

providing an audiovisual program; 

presenting a viewing confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual program 
to a viewer of the audiovisual program, the viewing confirmat ion code being presented at a 
time specific to the respective audiovisual program, wherein the viewing confirmation code 
presented is entered into an audiovisual terminal by the viewer each time the confirmation 
code is presented ;=^d 

receiving from the audiovisual terminal a transmission with respect to the viewing 
confirmation code entered and time information corresponding to the viewing confirmation 
code entered : and 

determining whether the viewer is viewing a respective b roadcast program based 
upon the viewing confirmation code received and the time information . 



6 



In re Appln. of OHMAE et al. 
Application No. 09/623,575 

52. (Original) A remote education method wherein, 
audiovisual programs for education are provided to learners; and 

viewing by the learners is authenticated with the viewing authentication method as 
recited in claim 5 1 . 

53. (Currently Amended) A method of authenticating viewing of an audiovisual 
program comprising: 

providing an audiovisual program; 

presenting a viewing confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual program 
to a viewer of the audiovisual program, the viewing confirmation code being presented at a 
time specific to the respective audiovisual program, wherein the viewing confirmation code 
presented is entered into an audiovisual terminal by the viewer each time the viewing 
confirmation code is presented, and the viewing confirmation code entered and time 
information corresponding thereto are stored in an audiovisual terminal ;=^d 

receiving the viewing confirmation code stored and the time information 
corresponding thereto transmitted from the audiovisual terminal after ending of the 
audiovisual program ; and 

determining whether the viewer is viewing a respective broadcast program based 
upon the viewing confirmation code received and the time information . 

54. (Original) A remote education method wherein, 
audiovisual programs for education are provided to learners; and 

viewing by the learners is authenticated with the viewing authentication method as 
recited in claim 53. 

55. (Currently Amended) A method of authenticating viewing of an audiovisual 
program comprising: 

providing an audiovisual program; 

presenting a viewing confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual program 
to a viewer of the audiovisual program, the viewing confirmat ion code being presented at a 
time specific to the respective audiovisual program, wherein the viewing confirmation code 
presented is entered into an audiovisual terminal by the viewer each time the viewing 
confirmation code is presented ; 

receiving a transmission with respect to the viewing confirmation code entered and an 
entry time point of the viewing confirmation code from the audiovisual terminal; 
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calculating an entry time interval of the viewing confirmation code from the entry 
time point transmitted from the audiovisual terminal; 

comparing the entry time interval calculated w^ith a presented interval of the viev^ing 
confirmation code; and 

determining that the view^er is viev^ing a respective broadcast program if the entry 
time interval is in agreement w^ith the interval of the viewing confirmation code, within a 
range. 

56. (Original) A remote education method wherein, 
audiovisual programs for education are provided to learners; and 
viewing by the leamers is authenticated with the viewing authentication method as 
recited in claim 55. 

57. (Currently Amended) A method of authenticating viewing of an audiovisual 
program comprising: 

providing an audiovisual program; 

presenting a viewing confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual 
program to a viewer of the audiovisual program, the viewing confirm ation code being 
presented at a time specific to the respective audiovisual program, wherein the viewing 
confirmation code presented is entered into an audiovisual terminal by the viewer each time 
the viewing confirmation code is presented ; 

receiving a transmission with respect to the viewing confirmation code entered and an 
entry time point of the viewing confirmation code from the audiovisual terminal; 

comparing the entry time point of the viewing confirmation codes transmitted with an 
elapsed time from a base time of the viewing confirmation code presented; and 

determining, from the comparing, that the viewer is viewing a respective broadcast 
program if the entry time point is in agreement with the elapsed time, within a range. 

58. (Original) A remote education method wherein, 
audiovisual programs for education are provided to leamers; and 
viewing by the leamers is authenticated with the viewing authentication method as 
recited in claim 57. 

59. (Currently Amended) A method of authenticating viewing of an audiovisual 
program comprising: 
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providing an audiovisual program; 

presenting a viewing confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual 
program to a viewer of the audiovisual program, the viewing confirmation code being 
presented at a time specific to the respective audiovisual program, wherein the viewing 
confirmation code presented is entered into an audiovisual terminal by the viewer each time 
the viewing confirmation code is presented and the time has a specific relationship to a base 
time ; 

receiving a transmission with respect to the viewing confirmation code entered and an 
entry time point of the viewing confirmation code from the audiovisual terminal; 

storing the viewing confirmation code transmitted in a program viewing result file; 

storing a program authentication pattem formed by the viewing confirmation code 
presented in program authentication pattem storage means; 

comparing the authentication pattem formed by the viewing confirmation code stored 
in the program viewing result file with the program authentication pattem stored in the 
program authentication pattem storage means; and 

determining, from th e comparioon mcano comparing , that the viewer is viewing a 
respective broadcast program if the authentication pattem formed by the viewing 
confirmation code stored in the program viewing result file is in agreement with the program 
authentication pattem corresponding to the viewing confirmation code. 

60. (Original) A remote education method wherein, 
audiovisual programs for education are provided to leamers; and 
viewing by the leamers is authenticated with the viewing authentication method as 
recited in claim 59. 

61. (Currently Amended) A method of authenticating viewing of an audiovisual 
program comprising: 

providing an audiovisual program; 

presenting a viewing confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual 
program to a viewer of the audiovisual program, the viewing confirmation code being 
presented at a time specific to the respective audiovisual program, wherein the viewing 
confirmation code presented is entered into an audiovisual terminal by the viewer each time 
the viewing confirmation code is presented ; 
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receiving a transmission with respect to the viewing confirmation code entered and an 
entry time interval of the viewing confirmation code calculated based on the entry time point 
of the viewing confirmation code from the audiovisual terminal; 

comparing the entry time interval transmitted and a presented time interval of the 
viewing confirmation code presented; and 

determining, fi-om the comparing, that the viewer is viewing a respective broadcast 
program if the entry time interval is in agreement with the presented interval. 

62. (Original) A remote education method wherein, 
the audiovisual programs is one for education provided to learners; and 
the viewing by the learners is authenticated with the viewing authentication method as 
recited in claim 61 . 

63. (Currently Amended) A method of authenticating viewing of an audiovisual 
program comprising: 

providing an audiovisual program; 

presenting a viewing confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual 
program to a viewer of the audiovisual program, the viewing confirma tion code being 
presented at a time specific to the respective audiovisual program, wherein the viewing 
confirmation code presented is entered into an audiovisual terminal by the viewer each time 
the viewing confirmation code is presented ; 

receiving the confirmation code entered from the audiovisual terminal; 

comparing the viewing confirmation code received and one of a receipt time point of 
the viewing confirmation code and a time interval of a receipt time, calculated based on the 
receipt time point of the viewing confirmation code, with a presented time interval of the 
viewing confirmation code presented; and 

determining, from the comparing, that the viewer is viewing a respective broadcast 
program if the receipt time point is in agreement with the presented time interval. 

64. A remote education method wherein, 

the audiovisual programs is one for education provided to leamers; and 
the viewing by the leamers is authenticated with the viewing authentication method as 
recited in claim 63. 
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65. (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable with an audiovisual terminal 
and having a program stored thereon for controlling the audiovisual terminal to receive a 
presented viewing confirmation code specific to a respective audiovisual program entered by 
a viewer of the audiovisual program, each time the viewing confirmation code is presented by 
a program-providing principal in the audiovisual terminal for transmission to a viewing 
authentication principal and to transmit the viewing confirmation code received and time 
information corresponding to the viewing confirmation code to the viewing authentication 
principal. 

66. (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable with an audiovisual terminal 
and having a program stored thereon for controlling the audiovisual terminal to receive a 
presented viewing confirmation code specific to a respective audiovisual program entered by 
a viewer of the audiovisual program, each time the viewing confirmation code is presented bv 
a program-providing principal, in the audiovisual terminal for transmission to=^ a viewing 
authentication principal, to store the viewing confirmation code entered and time information 
corresponding to the viewing confirmation, and to transmit the viewing confirmation code 
entered to the viewing authenticating principal. 

67. (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable with an audiovisual terminal 
and having a program stored thereon for controlling the audiovisual terminal to receive a 
presented viewing confirmation code specific to a respective audiovisual program entered by 
a viewer of the audiovisual program, each time the viewing confirmation code is presented by 
a program-providing principal, in the audiovisual terminal, for transmission to a viewing 
authentication principal and to transmit the viewing confirmation code entered to the viewing 
authentication principal. 

68. (New) A method of authenticating viewing of an audiovisual program comprising: 
providing an audiovisual program to a viewer; 

presenting a viewing confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual program 
to the viewer of the audiovisual program, wherein the viewing confirmation code presented is 
entered into an audiovisual terminal by the viewer each time the viewing confirmation code is 
presented; 

receiving from the audiovisual terminal a transmission with respect to the viewing 
confirmation code entered; and 
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determining that the viewer is viewing a respective broadcast program if the viewing 
confirmation code received is in agreement with the viewing confirmation code presented, 
within a range. 

69. (New) Amethodof authenticating viewing of an audiovisual program 
comprising: 

providing an audiovisual program to a viewer; 

presenting a viewing confirmation code specific to the respective audiovisual program 
to the viewer of the audiovisual program, wherein the viewing confirmation code presented is 
entered into an audiovisual terminal by the viewer each time the viewing confirmation code is 
presented, and the viewing confirmation code entered is stored in the audiovisual terminal; 

receiving the viewing confirmation code stored from the audiovisual terminal after 
ending of the audiovisual program; and 

determining that the viewer is viewing a respective broadcast program if the viewing 
confirmation code received is in agreement with the viewing confirmation code presented, 
within a range. 
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